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This action research study focused on electronic exchanges

initiated by students who were asked to reflect and enter narratives that

expressed their thoughts,

feelings, and questions. The study was conducted

through a systematic recursive cycle of identifying the idea or problem area,

studying it by gathering data,

and reflecting on the data in order to make

teaching and learning decisions grounded in the evidence. The purpose of the
study was to determine how submissions with feedback in electronic journals
kept by students affected the teaching and learning process for six
undergraduate students in a teaching methods course. Through the electronic

exchanges,

ideas were shared, negotiated, and continued beyond the classroom.

The exchanges helped the student and the professor to negotiate the
curriculum in ways that traditional lecture and college teaching does not. An

appendix contains a chart of the professor/student interactions.
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APPENDIX

A Professor and His Students Share their
Thoughts, Questions, and Feelings

CONCEPTUAL/THEORETICAL METHODOLOGICAL

(Thinking) (Doing)

WORLD VIEW: FOCUS/RESEARCH: VALUE CLAIMS:
Reflecting on one’s ideas QUESTIONS Electronic communications between
stimulates thought. ROI 4 | students and professor increase

. How does electronic knowing and understanding and
PHILOSOPHY: journaling i.r_lcrease.student results in meaningful learning.
Maintaining dialogues underSta'ndmg and inform KNOWLEDGE CLAIMS:

between students and rofessor practice?

professor increases conceptual
understanding and results in
meaningful learning.

RQ1 Students are better able to
reflect on each class session and
communicate their thoughts,
questions, and feelings to their
professor.

THEORY:

Reflective practice through
electronic journals increases
understanding of important facts
and concepts through mediated
dialogues between students and
professor.

PRINCIPLES:

Electronic journaling informs practice by
providing records of student levels of
understanding and feelings with class
activities and assignments.

Student queries inform the professor
of any information that needs
individual clarification or elaboration
at the next class meeting. A “trusting
relationship” was established between
students and professor.

Students maintain a dialogue with
themselves and the professor that
enables them to better understand and
retain important facts and ideas.

Professor practice was better
informed through journaling and
evaluation of level of reflections
taking place during lessons and
assignments.

TRANSFORMATIONS:

Analysis of electronic notebook entries focusing on
thoughts, feelings, and questions.

RECORDS:
Interactive electronic journals.

EVENTS AND/OR OBJECTS:

Eighteen undergraduate students in a methods course reflected

on their thoughts, feelings, and questions after each class session

with their professor via electronic notebooks. After the semester

ended six students were randomly selected to revisit their

postings and responses by the professor. 4

CONCEPTS:

electronic journals, meaningful learning,
reflective practice.
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